
[image: image1.png]British
Waterways




Lee Navigation: Outline of initial mooring strategy ideas for discussion with LVRP, 17th Nov. 2010

Overview

We acknowledge that there are more boats moored along the Lee than are desirable, and are keen to develop a mooring strategy that will balance the interests of LVRP, local authorities and boat owners and BW.   

Key themes:

· Boats with long term moorings along the line of the navigation which do not have consent from the landowner – no one is managing the site.

· Boats which have no home mooring but remain on the River Lee without meeting the requirements of BW’s mooring guidance for continuous cruisers

· Consequential detrimental effect on leisure boaters who have difficulty finding places to moor during leisure cruises.

· ‘Spillover’ onto the towpath of boaters’ possessions

· Concern about residential use within the Park

Objectives for the strategy

These need to be articulated.  Will involve discussion with stakeholders to resolve tensions relating to residential use of boats within the Park.  

Workstreams

1. Review of long term moorings:  land ownership; site management; consents; legal status:  needs full survey of the navigation and data capture of findings.  Create and implement action plan based on results

Some boaters have been moored in particular locations for a number of years and regardless of the arguments why they should not be permitted, the Courts may not allow us in all cases to simply evict people from the mooring.  This challenging matter needs understanding and close cooperation from riparian local authorities.

2. Control of short term moorings:  Processes for reducing overstaying; zoning plan; signing; overstay charging and associated monitoring and enforcement.  

We are researching payment collection options using mobile phone payments, deposits by boaters on BW licence accounts.  Appointment of local agents?  JV with LVPA (share of income)?

Include provisions for protecting availability of selected leisure moorings by boaters with authorised long term moorings on the navigation. (Premium, charged moorings (£50 per day) unless booked by local long term moorers who have free entitlement)

Consider needs for existing and future boating based leisure and tourism businesses. 

3. Development of proposals and public consultation

BW has prepared initial proposals for discussion with LVRP.  Suggest that these considered and developed before discussing with boat club representatives; then publish for public consultation.   How and when to engage local authorities?

4. Development of volunteering opportunities for rangers … ‘adopt’ local stretches of river – … record boat sightings …report misuse of the river and its environs.   Target riverside residents, boat clubs members, long term moorers.

Control of short term moorings:– proving the concept, 2011 
(must have improvements by 2012)

Defining Neighbourhoods (for continuous cruisers)

When a boater buys their licence and declares themselves a continuous cruiser they commit to making a progressive journey around the network or a significant part of it. This progressive journey is defined by moving from one neighbourhood to another and not immediately returning to the neighbourhood they have just left (i.e. not going from A to B to A – the only time this is permitted is when they reach a dead end or when they are changing the direction of their travel so it would be something like A to B to A to Z to Y etc). Ordinarily it is up to enforcement teams around the country to move boats on but boaters will not be told how far they have to move in order to reach the next neighbourhood – this is all down to legal complexities. The only time we can define what actually constitutes a neighbourhood is in the context of a local mooring strategy such as we are doing with the Lee. The maximum amount of time a boater can stay, uninterrupted, in a neighbourhood is 14 days.

Our proposal is to have four neighbourhoods on the Lee and two on the Stort:

1. Neighbourhood One – From the start of the Lee at Limehouse to the A406 North Circular.

2. Neighbourhood Two – From the A406, North Circular to the M25.

3. Neighbourhood Three – From the M25 to Feildes Weir (Junction with River Stort).

4. Neighbourhood Four – From Feildes Weir to the end of the Lee at Hertford.

5. Neighbourhood Five (River Stort) – From Feildes Weir to A1184, Cambridge Road (by Premier Inn)

6. Neighbourhood Six (River Stort) – From A1184 to end of Stort.

(We will need to extend this regime to include the River Stort, Hertford Union Canal, Limehouse Cut, Abbey and Bow Creek and Regents Canal (to Islington Tunnel), but this is not within LVRP remit.)

Summary of neighbourhood rules

· Continuous cruisers will be expected to use all six neighbourhoods in a year.

· Continuous cruisers cannot return to a neighbourhood they have just come from unless they have reached a terminus. 

· Every 14 days continuous cruisers must be in a different zone.

Exceptions

· Boaters with long term mooring permits only have to comply with signed time restrictions. Neighbourhood definitions are only relevant for continuous cruisers.

Defining time-limited (<14 days) visitor mooring zones

Within each neighbourhood there will be stretches where boaters are not permitted to moor for more than seven days. These zones are highlighted on the maps and are listed in the appendix of this document. Most other stretches will be 14 day mooring zones.

Summary of time-limited visitor mooring zone rules

· Any boater can stay for up to seven days on a visitor mooring.

· Days spent on a visitor mooring are included in the permitted time within each neighbourhood for continuous cruisers. For example, if a boater spent five days on a visitor mooring and then moved off into a 14 day mooring zone (in the same neighbourhood) they would only be permitted to stay for another nine days within that neighbourhood before moving on to another.

· If a boater overstays on a visitor mooring they will incur daily overstay charges.

Seven day mooring zones:

· Bow Lock to A12 

· Lea Bridge to North Circular, A406 

· Enfield Lock to Cheshunt Lock. 


Dobbs Weir Lock to Stanstead Lock. 

· Hardmead Lock to Ware Lock 

· Hertford Lock to end of Lee Navigation 
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